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City of Houghton 

PROPOSED 

ORDINANCE 2020-311 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 98 - ZONING, OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, CITY OF HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 

THE CITY OF HOUGHTON ORDAINS: 

 

I. Chapter 98 of the Houghton City Code is hereby amended to add a new Division 12, 

Sections 98-143 to 98-145 to read as follows: 

 

 

DIVISION 12 – CENTRAL BUSINESS OVERLAY DISTRICT 

Sec. 98-143. Purpose 

The purpose of these standards is to establish clear and concise principles for the area hereby 

established as the Central Business Overlay District.  The boundary of the District is defined by 

the southern-most lines of properties that abut the south side of Montezuma Avenue to the 

Portage Waterway, between Bridge Street and Franklin Street.  These standards are intended to: 

1. Preserve the extant historic aesthetic and character of downtown Houghton. 

2. Foster the District as a place that provides an attractive, lively social environment that is 

economically viable. 

3. Focus on all users including existing and new businesses, community members, and 

visitors. 

4. Cultivate the District by maintaining and enhancing it as a thriving center with a high 

concentration of retail, service, and dining experiences. 

5. Provide access for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders of all ages and 

abilities. 

6. Facilitate and manage adequate parking that meets the needs of the activities in the 

District 

7. Improve pedestrian, bicycle and motor vehicle wayfinding. 

8. Enhance the waterfront and improve its connectivity to Shelden Avenue. 

9. Encourage street facades of new developments and renovations of existing buildings that 

respect the character of the designated Historic Downtown District.   

Sec. 98-144.  Development Standards. 

1. Building Placement.  Buildings can be built no more than 10 feet from the front lot line 

on Shelden Avenue.   

2. Residential dwellings are not permitted at street level on Shelden Avenue. 

3. Parking.  All uses and buildings, except lodging facilities, within this district shall be 

exempt from the minimum parking space requirements in this chapter. Shared parking 

arrangements are strongly encouraged to allow parking spaces to be shared by more than 

one user. 
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Sec. 98-145.  Principal Uses Permitted. 

The following uses are permitted in addition to the uses already permitted in the district. 

1. Outdoor cafes, outdoor eating areas, and open front restaurants. Those establishments 

proposing to use the public right-of-way are subject to the following site design standards: 

A. An annual permit from the city for use of the right-of-way is required. 

B. Use of the right-of-way is only permitted seasonally between April 1 and October 

31. 

C. The sale and consumption of alcohol are governed by the Michigan Liquor Control 

Act and any applicable local ordinance. 

D. A minimum of five feet of public sidewalk along the curb and leading to the 

entrance of the establishment must be maintained free of tables and other 

encumbrances.  The pedestrian area shall also be free from benches, waste 

receptacles, fire hydrants, and similar structures.  If the sidewalk is not wide enough 

to allow for a five-foot-wide clearance for circulation, the outdoor café shall not be 

permitted on a public sidewalk. 

E. Pedestrian circulation and access to building entrances shall not be impaired.  A 

boundary (maximum encroachment width and length) into the public sidewalk shall 

be established with an accessible aisle being maintained between this line and the 

curb, in accordance with the provisions of all state and federal regulations. 

F. The outdoor café must be kept clean, litter free, and with a well-kept appearance.  

Outdoor waste receptacles may be required.  

G. Tables, chairs, waste receptacles, and other elements of street furniture shall be 

compatible with the architectural character of the adjacent buildings.  When not in 

use, all tables, chairs, and other furniture and fixtures must be stored inside the 

building or in an alternate location other than a public sidewalk. 

H. Other additional signs are not permitted beyond those permitted for the existing 

restaurant. 

I. Preparation of food and beverages is prohibited in the outdoor café or any outside 

eating area using public right-of-way. 

J. The outdoor café, or its operation, shall not damage, stain, or discolor any part of 

the sidewalk or public right-of-way. 

K. The outdoor café shall provide evidence of insurance coverage naming the city as 

an additional insured party in an amount acceptable to the city. 

2. Outdoor theatres. 

 

This ordinance was enacted by the City Council of the City of Houghton, Houghton County, 

Michigan on the ____ day of ________, 2020.  Effective the ___ day of ________, 2020. 

 

_______________________    _______________________  

Robert Backon, Mayor                          Ann Vollrath, City Clerk 


