
To the City of Houghton 

Coles Creek Development                                                                                               April 30, 2021 

Narrative 

 

Proposed development of 18 - 24 timber framed vacation houses.  The houses will feature vaulted 

ceilings and water-facing decks.  The typical house will be 2 bedrooms; 1,200 square feet.  These timber 

framed gems will sit atop the upper level of the south end of the land, along Canal Road, facing Portage 

Canal. 

Proposed development of an RV / tent campground.  Planned are 46 modern, full hook-up RV sites and 

23 Tent sites.  Amenities include a 50' x 50' water's edge pavilion, docks for watercraft and fishing, a 

boat launch, and a playground.  The campground will be nestled on the open, flat land.  Campground 

construction is low-impact and minimally intrusive, thereby keeping the remediated site clean and 

stable.  Approximately 350 trees will be planted.  Green is good. 

A walk path from the south end of the property to the north end of the campground along the water will 

be nearly 3/4 of a mile.  A very nice, beautiful stroll. 

A raised boardwalk, 1/3 of a mile in length, with observation outposts will be constructed on the land 

around the mouth of Coles Creek.  This 13-acre piece of land is to preserve the wetlands while giving 

access to all, including the public, to its beauty.  Think of it as a smaller version of the Nara Nature Park. 

In its entirety, the Coles Creek development of vacation houses and campground will host the 

equivalency small cruise ship visiting Houghton each and every day of the summer.  These guests will 

shop in our downtown retails and dine at our area restaurants. 

On the wish list would be to connect Houghton's waterfront trail, which ends at the City's RV park, to 

this development and the Coles Creek boardwalk.  Imagine, a connected trail system from Coles Creek 

through downtown Houghton all the way to Nara Nature Park and the Tech trail network.  Impressive 

and a real feather for the City's cap. 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Derek Bradway 

 


