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CITY OF HOUGHTON 

PROPOSED 

ORDINANCE 2023-331 

 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 34 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY 

OF HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 

THE CITY OF HOUGHTON ORDAINS: 

 

1. That Chapter 34, Articles I and II of the Houghton City Code are amended to read as 

follows: 
 

 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 

Secs. 34-1--34-30. Reserved. 

 

ARTICLE II. NUISANCES* 

 
*Charter reference(s)--Authority to prevent, prohibit and abate nuisances, ' 11.2. 

 

State law reference(s)--Public nuisances abatement, MCL 600.3801 et seq., MSA 27A.3801 et seq.; furnishing obscene books to 

persons under age 18, MCL 750.142, MSA 28.337; exhibition of obscene matter within view of children, MCL 750.143, MSA 28.338; 

distribution of obscene material to minors, MCL 722.671 et seq., MSA 25.254(1) et seq.; regulation of prohibition of public nudity, MCL 117.5h, 

MSA 5.2084(8); city Motor Racing Act of 1981, MCL 257.1701 et seq., MSA 9.3400(1) et seq.; fire hazard declared to be a nuisance, MCL 

29.23, MSA 4.559(23). 

 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

 

 

Sec. 34-31. Definitions. 

 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

 Building materials means, but is not limited to, lumber, bricks, concrete or cinder blocks, 

plumbing materials, electrical wiring or equipment, heating ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete 

or cement, nails, screws or other materials used for construction. 

 Commercial building means any building or structure used for business purposes, including but 

not limited to office, retail, service and/or industrial building or structures. 

 Compostables/yard waste means the miscellaneous organic waste material resulting from 

landscaping including, but not limited to, grass, weeds, fallen leaves, shrub and plant clippings, plant 

materials, twigs and other items.  It shall not include meat, fish, milk product, bone, grease, fat, oil or 

animal waste. 

 Department means the Department of Public Works of the City. 

 Domestic refuse includes, but is not limited to generally accepted household trash, food or animal 

waste and any waste consisting of combustible materials, such as paper, cardboard, yard clippings, wood 

or similar materials, generated in a dwelling. Domestic refuse shall be enclosed in sealed trash receptacles 
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and located where it is not visible from any public street or sidewalk whenever possible, except during 

normal collection schedules. 

 Garden means an area of ground established, defined and regularly cared for the growth of fruits, 

vegetables, herbs, shrubs, ornamental grasses, sedges, flowers, and generally accepted to be free of turf 

grass. 

 Junk means, but is not limited to, parts of machinery or motor vehicles, tires, vehicle parts, 

unused stoves or other appliances stored in the open, remnants of wood, metal or any other material or 

other cast-off material of any kind whether or not the material could be put to any immediate reasonable 

use. "Junk" also includes boats, campers, travel trailers, motorized homes, trailers of any type and 

recreational equipment or vehicles that are not maintained in good condition and repair or are in an 

otherwise dilapidated condition. 

 Junk vehicle means any motor vehicle which is unlicensed for use upon the roads and highways 

in the state for a period in excess of 15 days and shall also include, whether so licensed or not, any motor 

vehicle which is inoperative for any reason. Junk vehicles will be tagged for removal within 48 hours or 

can be issued a “fix-it ticket” for certain lengths of time not to exceed 30 days. 

 Landscaping means those elements of a site, exclusive of dwellings and outbuildings, designed to 

enhance appearance, facilitate movement and recreation around the property, provide shade and privacy, 

manage precipitation and erosion, and provide habitat for animals and plants.  Landscaping includes, but 

is not limited to:  garden beds, distributed woody and non-woody vegetation such as trees and ground-

covers, and hardscaping elements. 

 Lawn means grass or sod to hold the earth and to prevent dust and/or the establishment of noxious 

weeds. 

 Noxious or poisonous weeds means plants that have serious adverse effects on local public health, 

environment, agriculture and/or economics.  Particular species include, but are not limited to, Canada 

thistles, wild carrots, oxeye daisies, ragweed, burdock dodders, mustards, poison sumac, hoary alyssum, 

poison ivy and all weeds listed by the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. 

 Open storage means the storage or accumulation of items which are visible from any public 

street, the sidewalk or from any adjoining property.  

 Parking lot means all areas set aside or designed for the parking of motor vehicles or the loading 

and unloading of motor vehicles on the premises or in conjunction with a shopping center and includes all 

driveways, aisleways or other areas supplementary thereto. 

 Pollinator garden is a garden that is planted and maintained predominately with flowers and 

ornamental grasses and sedges that provide nectar or pollen for a range of pollinating insects and birds. 

 Proprietor means every owner, lessee, tenant, or other person having the right to possession of all 

or a portion of a shopping center or commercial building. Where there is more than one such person, all 

shall be jointly and severally obligated by the terms of this article. 

 Shopping center means one or more commercial buildings, whether or not under common 

ownership, which are operated as an entity or in cooperation with one another and which have common 

parking facilities. 

Shipping container means a container with strength suitable to withstand shipment, storage, and 

handling. A semi-trailer is considered a shipping container. 

Street means all of the land lying between property lines on either side of all the public streets, 

boulevards and alleys in the City. 

 Tree means trees, bushes, shrubs and plants. 

 Uninhabitable structure means any structure located in any zoning district within the city, which 

cannot be used for the purpose intended due to physical deterioration including that caused by fire, wind, 

natural disaster, or age. 

 Vacant building means any structure not in use or inhabited for the purpose intended. 
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Sec. 34-32. Prohibited. 

 

No person shall commit, create or maintain any nuisance. (Code 1971, ' 9.1) 

 

Sec. 34-33. Nuisances per se. 

 

The following acts, services, apparatus and structures are declared to be public nuisances: 

 

1. The maintenance of any pond, pool of water or vessel holding stagnant water. 

 

2. The throwing, placing, depositing or leaving in any street, highway, lane, alley, public place, 

square or sidewalk, or in any private place or premises where such throwing, placing, depositing 

or leaving is in the opinion of the health officer dangerous or detrimental to public health, or 

likely to cause sickness or attract flies, insects, rodents and/or nuisance animals, by any person, of 

domestic refuse, any animal or vegetable substance, dead animal, excrement, filth, unclean or 

noxious water or fluids, hay, straw, soot, garbage, swill, animal bones, hides or horns, rotten soap, 

grease or tallow, offal, or any other offensive article or substance whatsoever. 

 

3. The pollution of any stream, lake or body of water by a depositor permitting to be deposited any 

refuse, foul or noxious liquid or water, creamery or industrial waste, or forcing or discharging 

into any public or private sewer or drain any steam, vapor, gas or petroleum products. 

 

4. Any vehicle used for any immoral or illegal purpose. 

 

5. All obscene pictures, books, pamphlets, magazines and newspapers distributed to minors. 

 

6. Betting, bookmaking and all apparatus used in such occupations. 

 

7. All gambling devices. 

 

8. All houses kept for the purpose of prostitution or promiscuous sexual intercourse, gambling 

houses, houses of ill fame and bawdy houses. 

 

9. All explosives, flammable liquids and other dangerous substances stored in any manner or in any 

amount contrary to the provisions of this Code or statute of the state. 

 

10. Any use of the public streets and/or sidewalks which causes large crowds to gather, obstructing 

the free use of the streets and/or sidewalks. 

 

11. All dangerous, unguarded excavations or machinery in any public place, or so situated, left or 

operated on private property as to attract the public. 

 

12. The owning, driving or moving upon any public streets and alleys of trucks or other motor 

vehicles which are constructed or loaded so as to permit any part of their load or contents to blow, 

fall or be deposited upon any street, alley, sidewalk, or other public or private place, or which 

deposits from its wheels, tires or other parts onto the street, alley, sidewalk or other public or 

private place dirt, grease, sticky substances or foreign matter of any kind. Under circumstances 

determined by the city manager to be in the public interest, he may grant persons temporary 

exemption from the provisions of this subsection conditioned upon cleaning and correcting the 
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violation condition at least once daily and execution of any agreement by such person to 

reimburse the city for any extraordinary maintenance expenses incurred by the city in connection 

with such violation. 

 

13. The placing or causing to be placed in or on any motor vehicle parked upon any street, alley or 

other public place within the corporate limits of the city any paper, posters, signs, cards, or other 

advertising matter in such a manner as to be blown about by the wind. 

 

14. Outdoor storage of an appliance, furniture or building materials is prohibited except when the 

material is properly covered and screened from view.  Furniture which is not intended or 

designated for outdoor use shall not be placed outdoors or on exterior balconies, porches, decks, 

landings, or other areas exposed to the weather.  

 

15. Use of an outdoor wood or other combustion able material fired boiler that is not within a 

building intended for habitation by humans or domestic animals. (2011-230) (Code 1971, ' 9.2) 

 

Sec. 34-34. Blighted premises. 

 

It is hereby determined that the following uses, structures and activities are causes of blight or blighting 

factors which, if allowed to exist, in a residential district in the city, will tend to result in blighted and 

undesirable neighborhoods. No person shall maintain or permit to be maintained in any residential district 

any of the causes of blight or blighting factors upon any property owned, leased, rented or occupied by 

such person. 

 

The following causes of blight include: 

 

1. The outdoor storage upon any property of building materials unless there is in force a valid 

building permit issued by the city for construction upon the property and the materials are 

intended for use in connection with such construction. Building materials shall include but shall 

not be limited to lumber, bricks, concrete or cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring 

or equipment, heating ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws or 

any other materials used in constructing any structure. 

 

2. The outdoor storage or accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish or refuse of any kind. The term 

"junk" shall include parts of machinery or motor vehicles, unused stoves or other appliances 

stored in the open, remnants of wood, metal or any other material or other cast-off material of any 

kind whether or not the same could be put to any reasonable use. 

 

3. The existence of any structure or part of a structure which because of fire, wind or other natural 

disaster or physical deterioration is no longer habitable as a dwelling nor useful for any other 

purpose for which it may have been intended. 

 

4. The existence of any partially completed structure unless such structure is in the course of 

construction in accordance with a valid and subsisting building permit issued by the county and 

unless such construction is completed within a reasonable time. (Ord. No. 99-122, ' 9.61, 5-26-

1999) 

 

5. The existence of any shipping container or semi-trailer as an accessory building, storage building, 
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or living unit on residentially zoned land and/or land used for residential purposes.  Licensed and 

bonded contractors may use shipping containers for temporary housing of equipment and 

materials during construction as authorized by a county building permit. 

 

Sec. 34-35. Enforcement. 

 

The city manager shall enforce the provisions of sections 34-34 through 34-37 and, on a 

violation, shall notify in writing the owner, if possible, and the occupant of any property to remove or 

eliminate such causes of blight or blighting factors from such property within 15 days after date of the 

notice. Additional time to remove the causes of blight or blighting factors may be granted by the city 

manager where bona fide efforts to remove or eliminate such causes of blight or blighting factors are in 

progress. Failure to comply with such notice provided to the owner and/or occupant by the removal of the 

causes of blight or blighting factors within the time allowed shall constitute a violation of sections 34-34 

through 34-37. (Ord. No. 99-122, ' 9.62, 5-26-1999) 

 

Sec. 34-36. Public nuisance. 

 

It is hereby declared to be a public nuisance for any person to violate the provisions sections 34-

34 through 34-37.  (Ord. No. 99-122, ' 9.63, 5-26-1999) 

 

Sec. 34-37. Penalty. 

 

Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of sections 34-34 through 34-37 shall 

be guilty of a municipal civil infraction.  (Ord. No. 99-122, ' 9.64, 5-26-1999) 

 

Secs. 34-38--34-55. Reserved. 

 

 

DIVISION 2. NOXIOUS WEEDS, PLANTS, AND TREES AND LANDSCAPING* 

 
---------- 

*Cross reference(s)--Vegetation, ch. 90. 

 

State law reference(s)--Obnoxious plants and trees, MCL 124.151 et seq., MSA 12.270(1) et seq.; noxious weeds, 

control or eradication, MCL 247.61 et seq., MSA 9.631(1) et seq. 

---------- 

 

Sec. 34-56. Declared nuisances. 

 

 It is hereby determined that the following are declared nuisances.  No person shall maintain or 

permit to be maintained in any district any of the causes of nuisance upon any property owned, leased, 

rented or occupied by such person. 

 

 

1. As Pertains to Trees. 

Control  The Department of Public Works shall have control of and be responsible for the 

maintenance, care and/or removal of all trees planted or overhanging the streets, parks or 

other public places in the City.  The trimming or removal of any tree in or overhanging 

any street, necessary to accommodate utility lines or for any other purpose shall be under 

the supervision of the Department.  The owner of land abutting on any street may plant 
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trees in that part of said street abutting his land, not used for public travel upon obtaining 

prior written permission of the Department. 

a. Protection.  No person shall remove, injure, deface or destroy any tree, in any street or 

public place. 

b. Signs.  No person shall nail, tie or otherwise fasten cards, signs, posters, boards or other 

articles to any tree growing in any street, park or other public place in the City.   No 

person shall nail, tie or otherwise fasten cards, signs, posters, boards or other articles to 

any utility pole or sign post in any street, park or other public place in the City. 

c. Dead Trees.  Every abutting owner shall remove all dead, diseased or dangerous trees, or 

broken or decayed limbs of trees when said tree or any part thereof overhangs a street, or 

grows so close to the street as to endanger persons using the same.

2. As pertains to Noxious Weeds and Wild Growths.  No person shall fail to keep cut down any 

noxious weeds growing on property owned by them or on that portion of the street which adjoins 

property owned by them. 

3. As pertains to Landscaping. 

a. Shall not create a visual barrier, safety or environmental hazard, or contribute to 

conditions of erosion. 

b. Shall have soil surfaces covered by lawn or garden.  Hardscaping, such as graveled/paved 

driveways or pathways or patios, or approved parking areas (in accordance with city 

codes) are excepted. 

c. Shall have shrubs trimmed in a manner that provides a clear view of the front entrance 

and does not create a visual barrier or hazard. 

d. Shall have lawn maintained to prevent the establishment of noxious, poisonous weeds or 

vegetation and habitat for nuisance animals with no accumulation of dead grasses, weeds, 

brush, underbrush, or similar vegetation. 

e. Lawn shall be mowed regularly so as to not exceed 10 inches in height. 

f. That portion of land adjacent to the property between the city sidewalk and curb lines or 

edge of the roadway and the right-of-way areas, including lawn extensions shall be 

maintained by abutting owner. 

 

Sec. 34-57. Rules and Regulations.   

 

The Council may make any additional rules and regulations pertaining to the planting, removal, 

care, maintenance and protection of trees, shrubs and plants as are necessary to protect public 

property or the health or safety of the public, and no person shall fail to comply with any such 

rule or regulation. 

 

Sec. 34-58. Nuisances.   

 

The Council, may declare any tree, shrub or plant, including weeds and wild growths, which 

endangers public property or is offensive to the health or safety of the public to be a public 

nuisance by giving notice to the owner of the premises upon which such nuisance is located or 

which adjoins that portion of a street or alley where such nuisance is located, to remove, trim or 

dispose of same within 5 days after service of said notice. 

 

Sec. 34-59. Penalty.   

 

 Any person found guilty of violating any of the provisions of section 34-56 shall be guilty of a 
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municipal civil infraction. 

 

 

Sec. 34-60. Abatement after notice. 

 

If at the expiration of the time limit in the notice authorized in section 34-56 the owner has not 

complied with the requirements of the notice, the city manager may carry out the requirements of the 

notice. The cost of such abatement may be charged against the premises or the owner of the premises. 
(Code 1971, ' 3.24) 

 

Sec. 34-61. Immediate abatement. 

 

The city manager may abate any public nuisance without giving notice if the public health or 

safety requires immediate action. Thereafter the cost of abating such nuisance may be charged against the 

premises or the owner of the premises.  (Code 1971, ' 3.25) 

 

Secs. 34-62--34-90. Reserved. 

 

This Ordinance was enacted by the City Council of the City of Houghton, Houghton County, 

Michigan on the _______ day of _________, 2023. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect 10 days from the date of adoption. 

 

Effective the ______ day of _________, 2023. 

 

 

____________________________               ________________________                           

Brian Irizarry, Mayor                      Ann Vollrath, City Clerk 

 

 


